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Black hut at Walberswick
Video link

https://youtu.be/hL531uBLBmg
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Black hut at Walberswick

• Bockingford 300gsm NOT watercolour paper or similar 

• Board

• Masking tape

• Pencil and rubber

• Sizes 2 and 4 Da Vinci Series 438 mop brushes or similar

• Fine detail brush - size 0 or similar

• Winsor & Newton Cotman paints in Indigo, Burnt Umber, Cadmium Orange (or mix 
a little Cadmium Red into Cadmium Yellow), Sap Green, Cadmium Yellow

• Winsor & Newton Designers Gouache in Permanent white 

• Scalpel or sharp metal knife point

• Cocktail stick or something similar

• Small piece of natural sponge (optional, can use kitchen towel)

• Kitchen towel

• Small water spray

Materials
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TIP: remember to scrape your brush! Load your 
brush with colour then scrape off excess before 
painting on wet paper. This will avoid overloading 
the painting with water and prevent ‘blooms’

1.  After taping your paper down, draw in the hut, 
including the windows.

2.  Prepare your palette with all the colours

3.  Wet the whole sheet

4.  Using a size 2 mop brush or similar, paint a 
light Indigo sky, then add a small amount of Paynes 
Grey In one or two places. Leave gaps for the white 
clouds, tipping your board slightly to soften and 
blend the edges. Blot lightly in one or two places to 
get a few crisper cloud edges.

5.  Check the bottom half of the paper is still wet. 
If not dry the paper thoroughly then reapply the 
water. If only slightly dry you can add use the water 
spray. Ideally continue while sky is wet so the next 
colour can blend into the sky.

6.  Apply a strong Cadmium Orange where you 
can see it appears in the photo.

7.  Next add a Sap Green/Cadmium Yellow mix 
- wash your brush if it gets contaminated by the 
orange.

8.  Add Sap Green areas

9.  Add a creamy Cadmium Yellow

10.  Finally add Burnt Umber, with a little Paynes 
Grey at the top of each section ( this will be behind 
the white flowers eventually).

11.  Using a cocktail stick or similar scratch fine 
vertical grasses  In the orange paint up into the 
sky and onto the hut. also scratch vertical marks 
(stems) into the Burnt Umber).

12.  Dry the paper til it’s completely flat

13.  Wet the hut then fill in using Indigo then 
Paynes Grey, varying the colour. Create a jagged 
edge for the grasses. Blot the windows with kitchen 
towel. 

14.  Dry

15.  Use Paynes Grey and a fine brush to paint 
horizontal lines to indicate slats in the hut. Outline 
the windows. 

16.  Add Paynes Grey shadow under the roof and 
a vertical line between the two sections of the 
structure

17.  Wet inside the window area and blot

18.  Dry

19.  Use your fine brush and white gouache to 
outline the windows and add a sill

20.  Paint in the round seed heads using the fine 
brush and Paynes Grey, making them larger in the 
foreground and tiny by the hut

21.  Tear a piece of scrap watercolour paper and 
use the straight edge dipped in Paynes Grey to add 
stems to the round seed heads plus a few stems in 
the Burnt Umber areas.

22.  Dry

Instructions
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23.  Now paint the spiky clusters of grasses on the 
right hand side, under the orange. Use Sap Green 
with a touch of Burnt Umber and a small mop 
brush.

24.  Paint in a few grasses and fern leaves coming 
up from the bottom of the painting in Sap Green 
and more in Orange

25.  To paint the trees on the horizon first get a 
small piece of dry natural sponge (or screwed up 
kitchen towel) and dip it in paint that has very little 
water, must be a thick creamy mix. Using Orange 
with a tiny amount of Burnt Umber mixed in, use 
the sponge to create patches of leaves (test first on 
scrap paper) on the trees and bushes either side of 
the hut.

26.  Dry

27.  Use Burnt Umber and your fine brush to paint 
the tree trunks and fine branches

28.  To add the white flowers first tear a hole in 
a piece of kitchen towel to act as a mask for the 
flower heads. Flick white through mask

29.  Dry

30.  Flick Paynes Grey over the round seed heads

31.  Dry thoroughly

32.  Now, using the very tip of a scalpel, scratch 
vertical lines to create light grasses in front of the 
hut. The paper must be very dry for this to work - 
it damages the paper surface to reveal the white 
under the paint.

33.  Scratch small short grasses under the spiky 
green grass on the right.

34.  Scratch light stems for the white flowers

35.  Scratch a mark on the top of the larger round 
seed heads to indicate light catching them

36.  Use a fine brush to add detail lines within the 
hut windows, also adding shadow or highlights if 
necessary

37.  Judge your painting to see if it needs more 
detail - I needed to add grasses under my trees so 
they didn’t float!

38.  Finished

Instructions
Continued
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Black hut at Walberswick
Reference photo 



Black hut at Walberswick
The painting
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